Activity A103-07

Name ________________________________

Computer Crimes
Review the “Computer Related Crimes” statutes carefully before you begin.  Then read each situation below and (1) List which of the four statutes was violated — whether it is a felony or misdemeanor, and (2) Why you think a crime was or was not committed.
1. Bryan was able to hack into the grading system of his English teacher.  He was able to change missing assignments recorded in the grade book to completed assignments.  Bryan’s grade went from a C to an A.  Did Bryan commit a crime?

2. Robert has downloaded a computer virus that can disable passwords.  He loaded it on all of the computers in the lab.  Now the teacher’s password will not work.  Is this a prank or a crime? Explain your answer.

3. Greg had been absent from school 17 times during a semester and was in danger of failing because of truancy.  Using a computer Greg changed the number of absences in the school records from 17 to 10, making him not fail.  Did Greg commit a crime?
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4. Betty got into the SIMS computer and changed some of the students’ grades. Is this a crime?  Explain.

5. Matthew got into his teacher’s account and changed some grades in her gradebook. Is this a crime?  Explain.

6. You have figured out the password on your best friend’s computer, so you change it as a practical joke.  As a result, he cannot log on to the Internet. Did you commit a crime?

7. Using the account of another student you copy an assignment and use it as your own.  Did you commit a crime?

8. A student creates a web site and posts a message that a virus will appear on the school computers if school is not cancelled on Friday.
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9. Mary and Mike destroyed several computers in the lab by pouring water into them and shorting out the motherboards.  The total damage is over $3000. Is this a felony or a misdemeanor? Explain.

10. Mary threatens that she will put a virus on her science teacher’s laptop if her grade is not changed to an A.  Did she commit a crime?

11. Sue deliberately broke the CD-ROM in the school’s media center. It will cost $279.00 to repair.  Did she commit a crime?  If so, what kind?

12.  John saw a copy of his final exam on his teacher’s monitor.  He changed some of the questions to make them easier.  Did John commit a crime?

